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   NSNSCC members enjoyed an evening 
of  networking at Max’s Allegheny  
Tavern, the event sponsored. The tropical 
theme added to the festive nature and 
everyone had the chance to give their 
business commercial. 
   Thanks again to Max’s owner, Bill 
Diegelman.  If you are interested in host-
ing or sponsoring a Chamber event, call 
the office at 412-231-6500. 

Tropical Networking at 

Max’s Allegheny Tavern 

NorthSide/NorthShore Chamber Elects Garrett as New Board President 
     The NorthSide/NorthShore Chamber of Commerce elected a new Board President, Juan Garrett who is Deputy 
Director of Riverside Center for Innovation.  Garrett, a board member since 2003, has served on numerous com-
mittees and has been the co-chair of the annual North Side Celebration in the Park, chairperson of the program 
committee and charity golf outing.  
     As Deputy Director of Riverside Center for Innovation (a non-profit economic development agency which oper-
ates a business incubator), he is responsible for the management and administration for the corporation and its 
affiliates. 
    He is a Certified Entrepreneurship Teacher from the National Foundation of Training Entrepreneurship and has 

worked with low-income and at-risk young people to teach them the basics of starting and operating a small business through the NFTE 
curriculum.  Has received certifications from the National Development Corporation for economic development and is able to provide 
business credit, real estate financial analysis and loan packaging procedures that result in jobs and stabilizing deteriorating neighbor-
hoods.    
     Garrett’s other community service work includes:  member of the Advisory Commission on Community-Based Organizations for the 
City of Pittsburgh’s Department of Planning, serves on the Board of the California Kirkbride Neighbors, is the Assistant Treasurer for 
YouthPlaces, Inc. and Secretary for the Western Pennsylvania Small Business Network.  
     At the same meeting, other officers elected  included: Eric Schumann, Vice President, Attorney, Tucker Arensburg, Treasurer, Peter 
Stumpp, National City and two additional board members, Karolyn Denson, owner, Treasures and North Side Rita’s owner, Galen Moorer.   

James Spagnolo, PNC; Krisit Hosko, ADP; 
David Bugher, Light of Life 

The NSNSCC hosted a group of nearly 40 people for tropical treats 
and  a breezy good time. 

Peg Haefele,  Jan Orr and Paul Hoyson from ESB Bank  along with Ivy Jones from Moriarty Consulting, get into the  
spirit of networking. 

Gloria Ogden, FNB, welcomes newcomer 
Stephen Browning from Mullen’s Bar & Grill. 
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     It was a superb event for the neighborhood as members of the NorthSide/NorthShore Chamber and their guests hon-
ored businesses and people from the North Side at the Holiday Gala held at the Priory Grand Hall in December.  Many 
of those in attendance wore their tuxes and holiday finery and danced to the tunes of Doctor Zoot & the Suits.  Bill 
Diegelman, owner of Max’s Allegheny Tavern out did himself as the chairperson for the event.  We had huge sleigh of 
cheer that was raffled along with many beautiful holiday baskets.  The winners in the following categories were: Best 
New Member; Treasures; Best Kept Secret, Café at the Lofts; Best Old Line Established Business, Manchester Craftsmen’s 
Guild; Best Community Service, NorthShore Community Alliance; Most Employee Friendly Workplace, Bally Design and 
“Honorary North Sider” Award went to Jack “Johnny Angel” Hunt.   
     The Chamber plans to continue this event so mark your calendar, the date is already set for this year, for Thursday, 
December 3, 2009.  This will give you plenty of time throughout the year to think about the people you interact with in 
your business on a daily basis and when nomination time rolls around in October you can be part of the selection proc-
ess this year. It’s a little early but we hope you look forward to this event. 

The Light of Life table enjoying the festivities at the Gala Sharon Higginbothan, Kellie Wild, 
Michael Wild and remembering the late Tom Lazar. 

Save the date!  

Gloria Ogden, FNB sits with award 
nominee, Maria Warhola, Warhola 
Recycling 

Beverly and Bruce Klein from Bernie’s 
Photo, Fein Art Gallery and Photo 
Antiquities, award nominee.  

Beth Collets and Claire Leonhardt, smile really 
pretty for the camera. 

Kris Kirk, Mentors PC and Juan Garrett, River-
side Center for Innovation, enjoy a dance to  
the tunes of Dr. Zoot and the Suits at the Gala. 

Former NSNSCC Board member, Gary 
Jackson and Marion Galloway. 

     Mark your cal-
endar for Wednes-
day, June 3 for the 
21st Annual North 

Side Community Night with the Pi-
rates. It’s the New York Mets versus 
the Pirates.  Its should be a great 
game!  Tickets will go on sale in 
March. If you are interested in being a 
sponsor for the event contact the 
NSNSCC office at 412-231-6500 

Member to Member Discounts 
     This is a reminder that a 
good way to promote your 
business is through the mem-
ber to member discount pro-
gram.  Send us an email 
nsccrobin@hotmail.com and 
tell us what type of product or 
service that you would like to 
highlight to other chamber 
members.  We will promote it 
in the next newsletter. 
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Welcome  
NorthSide/NorthShore  

Chamber of Commerce New Members 
    

Cystic FibrosisCystic FibrosisCystic FibrosisCystic Fibrosis    
Marissa Lopez 

810 River Avenue Suite 100 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212 

412-321-4422 
www.cff.org 

 
 

Legion MediaLegion MediaLegion MediaLegion Media    
Brian Cohen 

853 Phineas Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212 

412-894-8961 
brian@Legion-Media.com 
www.legion-media.com 

     A couple of our NorthSide 
Chamber Members, Modern Café 
and KS Kennedy, were victims of  
the terrible fires that happened 
over the holidays.  If you would 
like to help, you can send a dona-
tion to the  Western Avenue Fire 
Relief Fund c/c  Northside Leader-
ship Conference 4 Allegheny Cen-
ter, Suite 602, Pittsburgh, PA  
15212  

Help Your Friends 

John Graf, owner, Pri-
ory Hospitality Group, 
LaShawn Burton-Faulk, 
Fifth Third Bank, 
Marvin Green, Parris 
Logan and Carol Wash-
ington, NorthShore 
Community Alliance 
and Board President, 
Juan Garrett, Riverside 
Center for Innovation 
participate in the check 
presentation. 

Annual North Side Charity Golf Check Presentation 

     The rumors abound. Did Keith Rich-
ards really receive a blood transfusion 
before jumping on a Swiss stage in 
1973? Did Van Halen really insist that 
all brown M&Ms be removed from their 
backstage bowl? Did Guns & Roses hon-
estly request a hot tub filled with mod-
els? Perhaps no locale is more mysterious 
than backstage at a rock concert.  
     Pittsburghers will get their chance to 
experience what really happens back-
stage on Friday, June 12th, when the 
Mattress Factory presents ALL ACCESS: 
The 2009 Urban Garden Party. Co-
Chairs for the event are Rich and Cindy 
Engler, who are responsible for produc-
ing more than 5,000 concerts and 
events, and some of Pittsburgh’s most 
memorable concert experiences. 
  Call for more information: 412-231-3169. 

 By John Graf, Legislative Chair, NSNSCC     

     The following points are offered by 
the North Side/ North Shore Chamber 
of Commerce as suggestions for improv-
ing business development in the City of 
Pittsburgh.  These points are based on 
the experience of the Chamber’s mem-
bers, many of which are small busi-
nesses located in and around the North 
Side.     These points are not intended to 
be comprehensive, but instead represent 
the priorities for starting the City on the 
road to being a more friendly place to 
open and maintain a business and develop 
property.   (1)  Police Presence:  Imple-
ment a higher level of police presence, 
through the assignment of “beat” offi-
cers, to commercial retail areas, with an 
eye toward enforcing existing ordi-
nances regarding loitering, aggressive 
panhandling, public intoxication and 
similar offenses.   
(2)  Code Enforcement:  Empower city 
inspectors to more aggressively enforce 
regulations and ordinances in business 
districts regarding garbage disposal, 
street vending without permits, mainte-
nance of storefronts, maintenance of 
vacant buildings, and similar laws 
aimed at maintaining the health, safety 
and welfare of citizens and business 
owners.   
(3)  Streamline Business Permitting 
Process:   As presently configured, the 
permitting process for new or expand-
ing businesses in the City is cumber-
some, inefficient, and expensive 
  (a)  Implement common-sense build-
ing code regulations.   
  (b)  Create a “one stop shopping” of-
fice – outside of downtown – for busi-
ness permitting.   

  (c)  Lower or eliminate building per-
mit fees:  Even small jobs require a fee 
in excess of $150.    
  (d)  Do away with nuisance fees.   
   For instance: 
        -- paying a fee to replace an ex-
isting awning on a retail facade  
        -- requiring a building permit for 
simple repair work  
        -- requiring yearly license fees 
for arbitrarily selected businesses. 
  (e)  Implement a web-based service 
for permit applications and for tax 
applications (sales and city business 
taxes).  The Commonwealth does this 
now for its taxes. 
  (f)  Eliminate contractor licensing fees.   
(4)  Create an Office of Business De-
velopment:  This is the logical next 
step of paragraph 3(b).  The City 
should create a bureau of business 
development (please note that we are 
not suggesting adding a new cadre of 
city employees – this department 
could be staffed out of existing City 
employees).   
(5)   City Taxes:  Take action to imme-
diately lower city business taxes.   
(6)  Streamlining MBE/ WBE Con-
tracting:  Other cities are able to ap-
prove minority-owned business enter-
prise and women-owned business cer-
tifications and contracts in a matter of 
days or weeks.    
(7)  Rein in the Authorities:  In par-
ticular, the PWSA has driven up the 
cost of projects and stalled develop-
ment in a way no authority outside 
the City has.   
   The complete story/agenda story go to  
www.northsidechamberofcommerce.com  
 
 

North Side/ North Shore Chamber of Commerce Legislative Agenda for the City of Pittsburgh  

Mark Your Calendar for Fun 



809 Middle Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212-4918 
412-231-6500 
www.northsidechamberofcommerce.com  

    Pittsburgh is a city made possible by en-
gineers – from the iconic bridges spanning 
the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio Riv-
ers to the Fort Pitt and Liberty Tunnels to 
the Monongahela and Duquesne Inclines, 
engineers have shaped the past, present and 
future of Pittsburgh. On February 20 and 
21, engineers from local agencies, societies, 
universities and companies will celebrate 
these achievements and future challenges at 
Engineer the Future, Carnegie Science Center’s 
celebration of National Engineers Week. 
      More than 50 exhibitors, including SAE 
International, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, US Steel, University of Pittsburgh 
American Nuclear Society, American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers, and Carnegie Mellon 
University will present Pittsburgh’s engi-
neering endeavors and cutting-edge devel-
opments in the myriad of engineering fields 
with presentations, hands-on activities, exhib-
its and demonstrations for the whole family.  
     “Engineers make daily life healthier, 

In celebration and 
commemoration of 
the Birthday of Fred 
Rogers from Mr. 
Rogers Neighborhood, 
the System of Care 
Initiative of Allegheny 

County is asking that you consider coming 
together to work as a neighborhood team in a 
“sweater drive”, in honor of Mr. Roger’s 81st 
birthday on March 20, 2009. 
     You can “give back” to your community 
by bringing in your used sweaters (but in 
good condition, please) to your workplace.  
Starting Early Together will pick them up on 
March 13, 2009 from your place of business.  
They will also promote the collaboration by 
including the name of your business or agency 
on the Birthday Card to Mr. Rogers that will be 
turned into the organizer on the special day. 
     Starting Early Together Program /1300 
Brighton Road, Kelly Woessner – Team 
Leader 412.246.0675 x 106 

Won’t you be  
My Neighbor 

easier and more efficient through tech-
nology, math and science. Visitors will 
experience firsthand how engineering 
touches each of our lives in so many dif-
ferent ways,” said Janet Henke, Carnegie 
Science Center’s special programs man-
ager. Visitors will also learn about career 
opportunities in the engineering fields 
and representatives from several area 
colleges will provide career guidance 
information. 
      On Saturday, February 21, select 
eighth grade students from local area 
schools will compete in the IndEEE 500 
cm robotic car race as part of Engineer 
the Future. Coordinated by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) 
Pittsburgh Section, the robot car race 
challenges each team of students to con-
struct a robot car by applying elementary 
control systems, robotics, and mechanical 
and electrical engineering principles. The 
race begins at 3:30 pm with finals at 4 pm.  

Engineer the Future 

Special Announcement Regarding Your Newsletter! 
In an effort to preserve trees, the NorthSide/NorthShore Chamber will be sending the newsletter through email.  If you 
do not have an email address and wish to continue getting the printed version of the newsletter, call 412-231-6500.  If 
you have not been receiving email announcements about chamber activities, make sure we your correct email address. 


